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Celebrating our exciting progress!

In this issue:
Public comment to protect the Mt. Baker-
Snoqualmie Nat’l Forest
Mud Bay Cliffs hearing
Ivy removal for MLK Jr. Day of Service
Spring work party schedule
25  Anniversary of the Roadless Ruleth

New Forest Talks & Forest Walks Book
Club in session
Thanking our generous community
Valentine’s Day fundraiser preview
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Speak Up for Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie
National Forest by Monday, Jan. 12th!

The US Forest Service has proposed a massive thinning plan
for the Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest (MBSNF), an area
that represents a significant portion of the wild forested land in
Whatcom County. The proposed thinning would degrade the
forest’s complex ecosystems and water quality, and it would
increase wildfire risks by building new roads.
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The thinning project spans 36,000 acres–from the Canadian
border to Mt. Rainier National Park–and the thinning would
continue for more than 30 years. We encourage you to submit
your comment by Monday to help prevent this plan from taking
effect. Public comment on this plan is due Monday, January
12th. Thanks to the Sierra Club Washington Chapter for the
information and commenting form! 

Submit 
comment

Larger image
next page

https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/Washington?actionId=AR0595805&id=701Po00001OMDGPIA5
https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/Washington?actionId=AR0595805&id=701Po00001OMDGPIA5
https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/Washington?actionId=AR0595805&id=701Po00001OMDGPIA5
https://www.sierraclub.org/washington
https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/Washington?actionId=AR0595805&id=701Po00001OMDGPIA5
https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/Washington?actionId=AR0595805&id=701Po00001OMDGPIA5
https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/Washington?actionId=AR0595805&id=701Po00001OMDGPIA5
https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/Washington?actionId=AR0595805&id=701Po00001OMDGPIA5
https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/Washington?actionId=AR0595805&id=701Po00001OMDGPIA5
https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/Washington?actionId=AR0595805&id=701Po00001OMDGPIA5
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National Forest by Monday, Jan. 12th!

https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/Washington?actionId=AR0595805&id=701Po00001OMDGPIA5
https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/Washington?actionId=AR0595805&id=701Po00001OMDGPIA5
https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/Washington?actionId=AR0595805&id=701Po00001OMDGPIA5
https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/Washington?actionId=AR0595805&id=701Po00001OMDGPIA5
https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/Washington?actionId=AR0595805&id=701Po00001OMDGPIA5
https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/Washington?actionId=AR0595805&id=701Po00001OMDGPIA5
https://act.sierraclub.org/actions/Washington?actionId=AR0595805&id=701Po00001OMDGPIA5


Speak up for Mud Bay Cliffs: Public
Hearing on Jan. 14th

The Bellingham Hearing
Examiner will hold two
public hearings January 12-
16th about The Woods at
Viewcrest, the proposed
subdivision that would be
built on Mud Bay Cliffs, the
38-acre, steeply sloped
urban forest overlooking
North Chuckanut Bay. The
first hearing is an appeal of
the City of Bellingham’s
State Environmental Policy 
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Act (SEPA) decision of non-significance. It begins January 12,
at 9:30 am, at City Hall. There is no opportunity for public
comment at this hearing. The second hearing will review the
project’s permit applications and begins on Wednesday,
January 14, 2026, at 5:00 pm. There is an opportunity to submit
public comment at this hearing. Protect Mud Bay Cliffs (PMBC)
urges you to attend both hearings and to share your concerns
on January 14th during the public comment period via Zoom or
in person at City Hall. 

Sign up!

http://mudbaycliffs.org/
https://bit.ly/PMBC-Hearing-Registration
https://cob.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hmAfsLt6T7S1q0jE4ylkrQ#/registration
https://cob.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_hmAfsLt6T7S1q0jE4ylkrQ#/registration
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Honor the legacy of MLK, Jr. on this special day by getting
outside in community with others and contributing to the
restoration of Whatcom County’s beautiful Dittrich Park, which is
not generally open to the public! You’ll remove invasive English
ivy from the ground and tree trunks, which will extend the lives of
trees and clear the way for native undergrowth to return. Ivy
removal is an easy and fun way to make a real and immediate
positive impact on the health of our environment! We're excited
to collaborate on this event with Whatcom County Parks &
Recreation and Washington Conservation Corps (WCC)!

Sign up!

https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/No8ADAOTnFoeQReIsT_IlQ
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/No8ADAOTnFoeQReIsT_IlQ
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/No8ADAOTnFoeQReIsT_IlQ


Pot-a-palooza on March 1st!
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A popular and essential part of our tree-planting program is
back – tree-seedling potting at NSEA’s native plant nursery!
Sunday, March 1st, 12-3 pm: help us get hundreds of bare-
root native tree seedlings and plugs safely into pots so they
can survive and grow until it’s time to plant them in their
permanent home somewhere in Whatcom County. It’s a fun
and accessible way to support our tree-planting program!

Sign up!

https://www.n-sea.org/
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/uhQL5Vwhys2O8hmMcKhs-Q
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/uhQL5Vwhys2O8hmMcKhs-Q
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/uhQL5Vwhys2O8hmMcKhs-Q


March 8

March 15

March 22

March 28

April 11

April 18

Plant Trees, Plant Hope - 2026 Spring
Work Parties Scheduled!

8

You can now register for one or more exciting tree-planting
work parties coming up at two NEW locations for WMTP –

Whatcom Humane Society’s Division Street animal shelter in
Bellingham and Jensen Family Forest Park near Custer.

WHS
(All Sundays, 12-3pm)

Jensen
(All Saturdays, 12-3pm)

https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/KgR-vrEzgRtvDUU-5f4JyA
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/Ur9ALdJKfmTonFZVhEutDg
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/Ur9ALdJKfmTonFZVhEutDg
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/Ur9ALdJKfmTonFZVhEutDg
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/S5KQ_I1F7X5LmMEsRPTz1Q
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/S5KQ_I1F7X5LmMEsRPTz1Q
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/S5KQ_I1F7X5LmMEsRPTz1Q
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/bfpCgeJvVJ5FJQ9QlQbt4g
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/yZCVACXQpatUJWKaFAnpgg
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/6nNQO0zVXlg14Ku3QXCg_g
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/6nNQO0zVXlg14Ku3QXCg_g
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/6nNQO0zVXlg14Ku3QXCg_g


Roadless Rule
Timeline

Monday, January 12th, marks the 25th anniversary of the
Roadless Area Conservation Rule, better known as the
Roadless Rule. This was a huge milestone in protecting our
forests, and an occasion to remember and celebrate. 

The Roadless Rule was adopted in 2001 to protect 58 million
acres of national forests from new road construction. The
Roadless Rule has allowed our wildest remaining undeveloped
national forestlands to continue to provide wildlife habitat,
outdoor exploration opportunities, hunting and fishing, clean
water, and other benefits. Thanks to this rule, these cherished
public lands have not been auctioned off and carved up for
clear-cutting, road building, mining or oil drilling.
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https://earthjustice.org/feature/timeline-of-the-roadless-rule
https://earthjustice.org/feature/timeline-of-the-roadless-rule
https://earthjustice.org/feature/timeline-of-the-roadless-rule
https://earthjustice.org/feature/timeline-of-the-roadless-rule
https://earthjustice.org/feature/timeline-of-the-roadless-rule
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Last summer, the administration launched a new attack against
the Roadless Rule by proposing to repeal it entirely. Although
the administration allowed a mere 21 days for public comment,
the proposal drew extraordinary backlash. More than 625,000
public comments flooded into the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, 99% of which opposed the proposed rollback. 

WMTP was one of the organizations advocating to keep the
Roadless Rule, and we will continue to do so. Should the rule
become imperiled again, we’ll keep you informed and share
opportunities to advocate for this crucial legislation so we can
keep it in place for another 25 years. 



Forest Talks & Forest
Walks Book Club

Starts 4th Session –
First Discussion on

January 21st!

If you’re looking for motivation to read more in the new year,
learn more about Pacific Northwest forests and forest action,
and build community with others who share your passion, the
Forest Talks and Forest Walks Book Club may be just what
you’re looking for! The current session just started, and the
book selection is The Final Forest: Big Trees, Forks, and the
Pacific Northwest, By William Dietrich. Join the club and you
can purchase the book for 15% off at Village Books! 
 
The first discussion on Zoom will occur Wednesday, January
21st, 7-8:30 pm, followed by a Zoom discussion with a special
guest (TBD, but often the author) on February 19th. The
session will conclude with an in-person dialogue and guided
walk in a local forest on March 22nd (location also TBD). All
are welcome and there is no cost to join. 

Sign up!
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https://uwapress.uw.edu/book/9780295990620/the-final-forest/
https://uwapress.uw.edu/book/9780295990620/the-final-forest/
https://linktr.ee/ForestTalksForestWalks
https://linktr.ee/ForestTalksForestWalks
https://linktr.ee/ForestTalksForestWalks


Gratitude for Our Community’s
Generosity 

meaningful and significant in a time where so much funding has
been eliminated or cut. Thank you for believing in us and the
work we do! 
 
We also want to acknowledge community members who
supported us in other ways. Fairhaven Bicycles invited us to be a
part of their Holiday Market, which was a terrific opportunity to
connect, and local artist Harmony Thiessen partnered with us to
use her artistic talents in support of our mission.
 
Thank you to everyone who has supported WMTP and the trees
of Whatcom County! 

Our hearts were so warmed by
the outpouring of generosity from
you between Giving Tuesday and
the end of the year! December
3rd 2025 was by far our most
successful Giving Tuesday yet,
exceeding our goal of $5,000,
and our end-of-year giving has
already surpassed our goal.
Thank you! Your support means
so much to us, and it’s especially 

12

https://email.mg.whatcommilliontrees.org/c/eJx0zsFqxCAQxvGn0WMYx4lJDh5alrzGMlGTCBqLsRv27UvL9lLo6bv84P95S2QWdjJYNZgRQJEmuVsC79ewOAbd0wIePa24Gu2nHpkcy2gR0ICCCbUGTd3KAy7jhEYFY0Y1CIK8ddfOzZWcY0qxHK2GcHalbjLZvbWPU-g3gbPA-bqubuVYd36EY4nu6VI4O1eywFmmLd3ZufJ5tHv0on8X_c1-D6ICRYBGIIr-9gMzxxSP7S_EUSEOL1dt5pRKDU9B8N_FZn-br4h8WPwKAAD__2G3XEg
https://email.mg.whatcommilliontrees.org/c/eJx0zsFqxCAQxvGn0WPQcTKag4eWJa-xTIxJBI3F2JZ9-9KyvRR6-i4_-H-rR6SFg4xeW3JKaTQoD-8sOJymlZgjmgUswrY6zZtjpEhBJg8KSGk1gTHK4LCxhcVNQDoSOW0FqrIPnwf3UEtJOad69hbjNdS2y-yP3t8uYV4EzALmg1up56MfKV5XPLn1IdQiYJZ5z3cOob6f_Z5WMb6K8ea_B0ArjQpIAIjx9gMLp5zO_S8EpwHs0zVfOOfa4kOg-u9f97_NZ0R-ePgKAAD__6jUWsE
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Thanks for reading!

If you reached this newsletter via the email version, you
received it because you signed up for our general mailing list
online or at an event. If you no longer wish to receive emails

from us, you may unsubscribe via the link below.

This is the archive version of our monthly e-newsletter. If you
accessed it via our website or another source and you’d like to

get future editions in your inbox, subscribe below!

Subscribe!

You can also connect with us on social media!

Questions? Comments? Send us an email!

Unsubscribe

https://whatcommilliontrees.org/about-us/newsletter/
https://www.facebook.com/wmtreesproject
https://www.instagram.com/whatcommilliontrees/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgl1nnqdY3VuSJkQp74mcQw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/whatcom-million-trees-project
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/AO0uw_FO4OIga_50pAI-yg
http://whatcommilliontrees.org/
https://whatcommilliontrees.org/about-us/newsletter/
https://whatcommilliontrees.org/about-us/newsletter/
mailto:info@whatcommilliontrees.org
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/AO0uw_FO4OIga_50pAI-yg
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/AO0uw_FO4OIga_50pAI-yg

