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Celebrating our exciting progress!

In this issue:

Many ways to make a
difference this summer
Silent Friend at the Pickford
New Planting Co-Coordinator
Landmark Tree Ordinance
Getting Stronger
And more!
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Summer Shade Threatened By Ivy - YOU
Can Help
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English ivy is a real threat to
the trees that keep our parks
and trails shady and cool in
summer. Help us free our
shade-giving trees from ivy's
strangling vines so they and
other native plants can thrive
and grow. Join us at one of
our upcoming ivy removal
work parties!  Check out the
schedule and links to
register below:

July 30, 12-3pm
Interurban Trail *
July 30, 12-3pm

Interurban Trail *

Aug. 8, 9am-12pm
Halverson Park

Aug. 8, 9am-12pm
Halverson Park

Aug. 22, 9am-12pm
Euclid Park

Aug. 22, 9am-12pm
Euclid Park

Sneak Peak at the Fall:
We’re planning a work party for
National Public Lands Day on
September 26, an ivy
removal/planting party at Silver
Lake Park on October 3, and ivy
removal at Lincoln Park in Blaine
for Make a Difference Day on
October 24. Stay tuned!

https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/8ygvSE1mmXRwQcEBJ7Tlrw
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/8ygvSE1mmXRwQcEBJ7Tlrw
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/8ygvSE1mmXRwQcEBJ7Tlrw
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/8ygvSE1mmXRwQcEBJ7Tlrw
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/8ygvSE1mmXRwQcEBJ7Tlrw
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/xS5r-Au0Up6O3io3urhxLw
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/xS5r-Au0Up6O3io3urhxLw
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/xS5r-Au0Up6O3io3urhxLw
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/xS5r-Au0Up6O3io3urhxLw
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/xS5r-Au0Up6O3io3urhxLw
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/FjskCFtVrrixXMzJ-ZMniw
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/FjskCFtVrrixXMzJ-ZMniw
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/FjskCFtVrrixXMzJ-ZMniw
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/FjskCFtVrrixXMzJ-ZMniw
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/FjskCFtVrrixXMzJ-ZMniw


WMTP Co-Presents "Silent Friend" at the
Pickford Bay July 10 - 16

Thank you to our friends at
Bellingham’s beloved
Pickford Film Center for co-
presenting Silent Friend with
WMTP at the Bay Street
Theater July 10-16. 
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This visually stunning film tells the century-spanning story of a
tree that observes the transformation of three human lives as
they unfold across the course of a century. The story begins in
1908, travels to 1972, then takes us to 2020 and the beginning
of the pandemic. It’s a beautiful story that you will feel and carry
with you. Silent Friend is a 2025 live action historical drama
written and directed by Ildikó Enyedi, playing at the Pickford’s
Bay Street theater July 10-16. 

View trailerView trailer

Review/SynopsisReview/Synopsis

Tickets & ShowtimesTickets & Showtimes

https://www.pickfordfilmcenter.org/home
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TaRZnpAmtJk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TaRZnpAmtJk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TaRZnpAmtJk
https://www.npr.org/2026/05/08/nx-s1-5815957/silent-friend-review
https://www.npr.org/2026/05/08/nx-s1-5815957/silent-friend-review
https://www.npr.org/2026/05/08/nx-s1-5815957/silent-friend-review
https://www.pickfordfilmcenter.org/movie/silent-friend-2026/
https://www.pickfordfilmcenter.org/movie/silent-friend-2026/
https://www.pickfordfilmcenter.org/movie/silent-friend-2026/


WMTP Advocates for a Stronger
Landmark Tree Ordinance

We're eager to support the
Bellingham Planning and
Community Development
Department's work to ensure
that doesn't happen again.
Thanks to everyone who
submitted comments and
worked to ensure Bellingham is
not a city where affordable
housing is pitted against
protecting trees!
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On June 18, WMTP spoke against the proposed Landmark Tree
Ordinance at the Bellingham Planning Commission meeting. The
proposed ordinance did not provide clear guidance for essential
projects like affordable housing, and it did not adequately protect trees.
The Planning Commission asked staff to improve the policy and will
review a newer version soon. 
Our values should drive our policy, and this reprieve gives City staff
time to align them. We have recently seen poorly designed projects
move forward to the terrible detriment of our natural areas because the
rules that should have stopped them were not strong enough.



Stronger Landmark Tree Ordinance, Cont.

This recent advocacy success
is an important example of one
way WMTP protects Whatcom
County’s trees. We monitor and
advocate for policies that both
protect our tree canopy and
build essential housing that we
need. We know it’s possible to
protect our natural environment
while increasing much-needed
affordable housing supply with
transparency and clear
guidelines. This work takes a
great deal of staff time and
focus. 
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If you enjoy the many wonderful benefits that urban trees provide our
community and dread seeing trees cut down unnecessarily, please
consider making a one-time or monthly donation to help us continue
local tree protection efforts!

Our capacity to continue this work depends heavily on crucial support
from community donations and business partners.

Donate to
Protect Trees!

Donate to
Protect Trees!

https://whatcommilliontrees.org/donate-to-plant-protect-trees/
https://whatcommilliontrees.org/donate-to-plant-protect-trees/
https://whatcommilliontrees.org/donate-to-plant-protect-trees/
https://whatcommilliontrees.org/donate-to-plant-protect-trees/
https://whatcommilliontrees.org/donate-to-plant-protect-trees/
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“Safekeeping: Prints From the Lake
Whatcom Watershed” Next Month!

The forests of the Lake Whatcom watershed
have inspired great works of art and inspired
people to conserve and protect them. This fall,
128 acres of mature native forest in the Lake
Whatcom watershed are scheduled to be
auctioned off for a timber sale. This workshop
will help us see and express many of the
reasons these trees should be protected.

In this two-day workshop, students will
examine the exceptional work of notable
woodcut print artists who have worked in the
Lake Whatcom watershed and learn about
the watershed's forests and plant
communities on a naturalist-led hike. 

Students will then have the chance to transform what they observe into
multilayered color woodblock prints of their own. Course will be taught by
celebrated woodcut print artist Charles Spitzack as a fundraiser for
Whatcom Million Trees Project. Open to all experience levels.

DATES: August 15 and 16
TIME: 10:00am-5:00pm PDT
TUITION: $390 + $40 material fees
LEVEL: All experience levels
AGE GROUP: Adults (ages 16+)
LOCATION: Museums in downtown Bellingham and Lakewood
Boathouse, 2410 Lake Whatcom Blvd, Bellingham, WA 98229

Sign up!Sign up!

https://www.charlesspitzack.com/
https://whatcommilliontrees.org/community-events/safekeeping-prints-from-lake-whatcom-watershed/
https://whatcommilliontrees.org/community-events/safekeeping-prints-from-lake-whatcom-watershed/
https://whatcommilliontrees.org/community-events/safekeeping-prints-from-lake-whatcom-watershed/


Thank You, Birchwood Neighborhood
Association!
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We were grateful to be included in the Birchwood International
Market on June 28! What a terrific, beautifully organized
community celebration by the Birchwood Neighborhood
Association! Thank you to everyone who came together and
worked hard to make it happen. Thanks also to our outreach
volunteers for representing us so well and to everyone who
stopped by to learn more about our mission and get involved! 

https://birchwoodinternationalmarket.com/
https://birchwoodinternationalmarket.com/
https://www.birchwoodneighborhood.org/
https://www.birchwoodneighborhood.org/


WMTP Welcomes New 
Planting Co-Coordinator

For most of WMTP’s
existence, our tree planting
program has been superbly
facilitated by our volunteer
Planting Coordinator, Jim
Smith, with the support of our
dedicated team of Tree
Wrangler volunteers.
Coordinating our planting
program is a big job, and
we’re excited to announce the
promotion of another long-
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Logan Dúnlaing is a local potato and mushroom farmer. He
teaches Irish at the Bellingham library and enjoys planting trees
on the weekends. He has served as a volunteer with the
Whatcom Million Trees Project since 2023 and is excited to join
Jim Smith as planting co-coordinator come the 2026 autumn
planting season. 

time volunteer, Logan Dúnlaing, to Planting Co-Coordinator.



Celebrate a Special Event or Milestone
with a Gift to Trees!

Do you have a birthday, a graduation, a milestone, or other event coming up
that you'd like to celebrate? Would you like to encourage your friends to do
something impactful in your honor? Consider hosting a virtual fundraiser!
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Facebook and Instagram both have
ways to host fundraisers that support
nonprofits so people in your network
can use their social media accounts
to easily donate toward a goal you
set in honor of you. Learn how.

If social media fundraisers aren't your
thing, WMTP would be happy to help
you set up an online fundraiser to
celebrate a special birthday,
anniversary, graduation, or other
occasion. 

We can make you a customized graphic and a donation link that you can share
with friends and family. You can set a fundraising goal and deadline and ask
people to make a donation in your honor. We can provide them with a tax
receipt, and we can also let you know how much you raised so you can
celebrate your success!

If you have any questions or would like to celebrate your
special day or milestone by supporting us, please let us
know! You can start creating your personalized
fundraiser by clicking the button. Thanks to everyone
who’s already celebrated special days by supporting us,
and thanks to those who’ve honored them by making a
donation!

Create a 
Virtual

Fundraiser!

Create a 
Virtual

Fundraiser!

https://www.facebook.com/help/1910205189301966/
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/91I0UXNJogHLxLLq-4ayDA
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/91I0UXNJogHLxLLq-4ayDA
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/91I0UXNJogHLxLLq-4ayDA
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/91I0UXNJogHLxLLq-4ayDA
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/91I0UXNJogHLxLLq-4ayDA
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/91I0UXNJogHLxLLq-4ayDA
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/91I0UXNJogHLxLLq-4ayDA
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/91I0UXNJogHLxLLq-4ayDA
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/91I0UXNJogHLxLLq-4ayDA
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If you volunteer with us this summer, you can participate in Backcountry
Essentials’ “Give It!” program, an initiative they recently launched to
reward community members for volunteering!

Want to participate? Take a photo of yourself volunteering at a WMTP
work party or outreach event and bring it to Backcountry Essentials and
show it to a staff member. They'll record your service and help you receive
the milestone rewards featured in the Give It poster. View Back Country
Essential’s location and hours.

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Backcountry+Essentials/@48.7499371,-122.4778908,1180m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x5485a3bc8cfb5377:0xa58942b531757e37!8m2!3d48.7499371!4d-122.4753159!16s%2Fg%2F1tkl2_np?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDYwMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Backcountry+Essentials/@48.7499371,-122.4778908,1180m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x5485a3bc8cfb5377:0xa58942b531757e37!8m2!3d48.7499371!4d-122.4753159!16s%2Fg%2F1tkl2_np?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDYwMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
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Would you like to serve on WMTP’s
Board of Directors?

We’re always looking for talented and passionate leaders.
Please consider completing this quick form and we’ll get in
touch when we have an opening.

Apply hereApply here

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSce-d3Bx_Ah0ut3aO3uWI2hWSfMaBuCYHgJzf3kgDLo52cM5g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSce-d3Bx_Ah0ut3aO3uWI2hWSfMaBuCYHgJzf3kgDLo52cM5g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSce-d3Bx_Ah0ut3aO3uWI2hWSfMaBuCYHgJzf3kgDLo52cM5g/viewform


Thanks for reading!

If you reached this newsletter via the email version, you
received it because you signed up for our general mailing list
online or at an event. If you no longer wish to receive emails

from us, you may unsubscribe via the link below.

This is the archive version of our monthly e-newsletter. If you
accessed it via our website or another source and you’d like to

get future editions in your inbox, subscribe below!

Subscribe!Subscribe!

You can also connect with us on social media!

Questions? Comments? Send us an email!

UnsubscribeUnsubscribe

https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/PdodWoB__cD1GHAn_7yQPA
https://www.facebook.com/wmtreesproject
https://www.instagram.com/whatcommilliontrees/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgl1nnqdY3VuSJkQp74mcQw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/whatcom-million-trees-project
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/AO0uw_FO4OIga_50pAI-yg
http://whatcommilliontrees.org/
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/PdodWoB__cD1GHAn_7yQPA
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/PdodWoB__cD1GHAn_7yQPA
mailto:info@whatcommilliontrees.org
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/AO0uw_FO4OIga_50pAI-yg
https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/AO0uw_FO4OIga_50pAI-yg
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